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Heave*. 

BY ELIZA B. 8KKING. 

Ab dreams ot home to homeless ones, 

Aw peace to souls oppressed ; 
So tenderly and sweetly come 

The 1 noughts of heaven and rest. 
No pain,' no sorrow there abide, 

No nights their shadows throw ; 
For Gud himself its light shall be, 

And tears no longer flow. 
No sin shall stain, no tears disturb 

The soul's deep peacetulneas j 
And through our life's eternity 

God's love shall ever bless. 
O home of peace ! God of love I 

For thee my spirit yearns ; 
For that glad day, when called from earth, 

My soul to God returns. 


.Ordained to Eternal Life. 

"As m»ay u were ordained to eternal life believed." 

Not long ago I was walking home from church 
with a brother. We talked about the sermon. 
Then said the brother, "There is that passage in 
the ActB of the Apostles: 'As many as were or- 
dained to eternal life believed' ; does the original 
Greek say so?" My reply was, "It does and it 
does not." I am not sure that the translators 
meant their version to be understood as you un- 
derstand it, and I am sure the Greek words 
should betaken in a different sense." He then 
wanted to know their real meaning. But how 
could a difficult and knotty point, on which volumes 
bare been written be settled in a short conversa- 
tion on the way home from church. We parted, 
and I determined to do what I have now under- 
taken — to write more fully on the matter. 

Shortly after the Revised Version of our English 
New Testament was published in 1881, I turned 
to this and another text. The other text was the 
concluding sentence of the 2nd chapter : "The 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved." The error there, for which there is no 
sort of justification, "such as should be saved," 
instead of "those that were being saved," was 
corrected. But there was no change in the render- 
ing of the verse before us. There it is as it has 
always stood: "As many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed." 

Many good people find in this verse the doctrine 
of predestination, But.it is not my object to as- 
sail any tenet or belief of any church. I like the 
old Latin name for a preacher indicated by the 
initials M. V. D., Minitter Verbi Dei ; "a minister 
of the word of God." That is what everybody 
should be who attempts to teach the people the 
Word of God — nothing mure, nothing less. 

Let us first look at the connection in which 
these wolds stand. The 13 th and 14tb chapters 
supply us with an account of what is called the 
first missionary journey of Paul. We Bee him 
and Barnabus starting from Antioch in Syria. 
After much travelling they came to another An- 
tioch in the province of Pisidio, where they preach- 
ed the Gospel on the Sabbath day in the Syna- 
gogue, A favorable impression had been made on 
many, who requested that the same words might 
be spoken to them on the next Sabbath, When 
they had leisure to reflect, many, both Jews and 
proselytes, sought the company of Paul and 
Barnabus and declared themselves Christians. 

Never had there been such a time in Antioch as 
the intervening week. The teaching of the strang- 
ers was the only theme that occupied the minds 
and mouths of the people. When the time came 
almost the whole city was gathered together to 
hear them. The great majority of the Jews be- 
came infuriated and jealous. They interrupted 
Paul, and spoke against them, contradictory and 
railing. He and his commandment were equal to 
the occasion. New light flashed into their minds, 
and showed them, as they had not seen it before, 
the meaning of the prophecies. 

They waxed bold and said, "It was necessary 
that the Word ef God should first be preached to 
you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting or eternal" — it 
is the same Greek word in the 45th verse and one 
passage, and should have been translated in both 


by the same English adjective— "seeing ye judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo ! we turn to 
the Gentiles." 

Did they judge themselves unworthy of eternal 
life ? The very reverse was the case. They thought 
that they, and' they only, ought to have it The 
rendering is unfortunate. Their j udging was not 
equivalent to tbeir thinking or deeming. The word 
has the sense of condemning or passing sentence 
on. They condemned themselves and anticipated 
the judgment of God on them, as being unworthy 
of eternal life. These solemn words may have 
silenced the rioters for a time, and made them 
leave the aynogogue. However this was, the 
Gentiles were glad, and glorified the Word of God, 
and as many as were ordained to eternal life be- 
lieved. 

Such is the condition in which the passage 
Btands. On the one hand were the Jews railing 
on Paul and rejecting the Gospel. On the other 
hand were the Gentiles, rejoicing that the door of 
faith is opened to them, and entering it. What is 
said of the former as being unworthy of eternal 
life is descriptive of their state of mind. And if it 
were not for that word "were ordained," no one 
would think of finding in our passage anything 
but a description of the state of mind of the latter. 
We do not look for any reference to a decree of 
God in the account of the unbelief of the Jews, and 
as little should we look for it in the account ot the 
belief of the Gentiles. 

But all this is merely negative. Before dealing 
with the verb "were ordained," let us inquire into 
the signification ot the phrase "eternal life." This 
has been answered by Jesus himself: "This is 
life eternal, that they should know thee, the only 
true God, and him whom thou didst send." Eternal 
life is so wrapt up in the knowledge of God and 
Christ, that our Lord declared that the knowledge 
is the life. 

Belief in God and Jesus is life eternal. What 
do we want more ? The story of sin is taken from 
our conscience. The fear of judgment is banished 
from our mind. We have peace with God. Heaven 
has begun on earth. 

When the Jews refused to believe this Gospel 
and to accept God's revelation of himself in Jesus 
Christ, they anticipated the divine judgment, and 
condemned themselves as being unworthy of 
eternal life. While all the while they deemed 
themselves to be too good for it, and that the 
message of the Gospel was unworthy of their ac- 
ceptance. Then when they saw the Gentiles 
assembled to hear the same message and that no 
difference was made between themselves and them 
whom they had despised as dogs, they could not 
control their rage. * 

On the contrary when the Gentiles heard the 
message, how God sent his son to save them as 
well as the Jews, it seemed to them to be too good 
to be true. They also felt themselves unworthy, 
but in a different way. They were glad and many 
of them believed. 

The writer of the Acts of the Apostles saw in 
the faith of the Gentiles full proof that as many as 
displayed it were, indeed, what he calls "ordained 
to everlasting life." Henceforth, aa Paul told the 
Jews, he turned to the Gentiles. 

The mystery which had been bid from ages and 
generations, oven the glory of that mystery among 
the Gentiles, was now made manifest. 

Then how are we to understand the statement 
that the Gentiles "were ordained to eternal life?" 

The interpretation of it turns on the meaning 
which we attach to the word that is rendered both 
by the old translators and the revisers, "were or- 
dained." 

Other renderings of the Greek term have been 
proposed. "Were destined," "were disposed," 
"were inclined," "were appointed," "were fitted," 
are only some of the renderings given. 

"Were ordained," and "were disposed," are 
about on a par. Neither of them is exactly what 
we want, but there is something in favor ot each. 

The proper application of the Greek word is to 
military affairs, in the sense of "arranging," "put- 
ting in order," "drawing up." We read of soldiers 
being "drawn up" for battle, when the phrase 
would be rendered in Greek by the same word as 
that for "were ordained" it eur passage. 


So we speak of a general's "arrangement of his 
troops," end of the different "dispositions" of twoJ 
armies or fleets for an engagement. Those arrange- 
ments or dispositions, previously to their being 
made, were determined in the mind of the leader; 
but the important point to be observed is that the 
word does not lead our thoughts to the exercises 
or purposes of his mind, but to the result or out- 
come of them. It is descriptive of what we see 
and can pronounce upon, and not of the delibera- 
tions or plane from which that springs. The or- 
daining or ordination, if we prefer to use that term, 
should not carry us to the mind of the orderer, but 
to the outward order established by bim. 

Here are two passages where the same Greek 


verb is used. One is in 1 Cor. 16: 15 where we 
read that "the house of Stephanas had addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints," or as 
our Revised version gives it. "had set themselves 
to minister to the saints." That excellent house- 
hold had taken it in hand to minister to the poor 
saints ot Jerusalem. Our usage of English lan- 
guage would not allow it to be said that the) had 
ordained themselves for it. 

The other passage is in Romans 13 : 1. "The 
powers that be are ordained of God." There the 
word "ordained" is not unsuitable, and God is 
specially mentioned as the Ordainer or Arranger. 

On examination we find that in 1611, when our 
earlier version was published, to ordain had simply 
the meaning of "to order," "to arrange." Now it 
is changed and suggests the will and predestina- 
tion of God. "Were prepared," or "were set," as 
used for it of the household of Stephanas, would 
be a better rendering. 

Of course God has much to do in the salvation 
of souls. "He willeth," as Paul writes to Timothy, 
"that all men should be saved." 

God says through Ezekiel, "Have I any pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, and not rather that he 
should return from his way and live." 

Another ir stance is the conversion of Serguis 
Paul us, the governor of Cyprus. He was a man . 
of understanding, a prudent and sagacious man. 
He called Paul and Barnabas and heard what they, 
had to sav. The result was that he believed. He 
was "arranged," "drawn up," or "set in order,'' 
"ordained," for eternal life. 

Edward Mason. 


Quarantine Your House, 
You must quarantine against immoral literature. 
This is a deadly poison. It comes in various and 
attractive disguises. Exclude it :i- yen would the 
germs of a pestilence. To effectually protect your 
homes from its baleful influence, supply them with^ 
healthy literature. It is as easy to cultivate a good 
as a depraved literary tasteln children. They will 
read something, and what they read will exert an 
important influence on their character. Let yonr 
most earnest effort be exerted to kerp out of the 
house the sensational novel, the blood curdling tale 
of vice, the obscene pictures, and the whole flood of 
wicked, degrading, crime- producing literature that 
threatens us. Put in reach pi vcmr family good 
papers, magazines and books. Bait them with a 
chaste story, and keep them supplied with whole- 
some knowledge. A bad book ma v prepare your 
son for the cell of a felon. A novel may vitiate 
the whole life of your daughter. 

Memphis Advooate. 


"A Mighty Saviour Upholds He. 
When I was staying with a curate 


brother, a 
missionary spoke to his school -children. Being 
bound to a very savage, cannibal district, the cap- 
tain and sailors showed some little fear in approach- 
ing. He therefore said he would swim to whore, 
which he did j "for," said he to them, "a mighty 
Saviour upholds me." Week after week he implor- 
ed these poor savages to come to Jesus, and the 
"mighty" Saviour showed himself exceedingly 
powerful. When he left, the natives were weeping 
on the shore. 

One man brought a pair of hoots for his accept- 
ance. 

"But how did you know the «ize of my foot?" 
aaid be. 

The reply was, "I loved you so much, that I 
took the shape of your toot in the Hand as I follow- 
ed you." 

The missionary, much moved, said, "If you love 
your Saviourfas you have loved me, and follow bis 
footsteps as you have followed mine, you will be 
led from the glory path to glory itself." — Sel. 


